Course Syllabus

Sociology 507 
Criminal Justice Systems
Fall Quarter 2005
Ohio State University
Instructor:

Dr. Edward Rhine

Work:


Office of Policy and Offender Reentry 
Department of Rehabilitation & Correction

Office Phone:

(614) 563 - 3794 (c)




(614) 292 - 6687 (f)

Office Hours:

Tuesday & Thursday Evenings: 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.



Townsend Hall – Room 0247
E-Mail Address:
erhine3997@aol.com
Course Time:

5:30 p.m. – 7:18 p.m.



Tuesdays and Thursdays
This material is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact an advisor in our Undergraduate Services at 292-1175.  

I will do my best to assist you in the course.  However, students with disabilities are responsible for making their needs known, and seeking the available assistance in a timely manner.

Course Description

This course will offer a sociological exploration of crime, and the criminal justice system in the United States.  A wide variety of topics will be covered, including the history, philosophy and contemporary context of justice system processes, shifting patterns and trends relative to adult offending and crime, the application of the “rule of law” versus the exercise of discretion across key phases of criminal justice processing and adjudication, current trends affecting policing, and issues confronting criminal sentencing and the imposition of punitive sanctions on offenders.  Special emphasis will be placed on the operation of correctional systems, probation, and parole.  The various areas of operation addressed in class lectures will be subject to critical review.  The course will conclude by looking ahead to how changing cultural sensibilities relative to crime will likely impact on the punishment of criminal offenders in the 21st century. 

An important objective of the course is to provide a “hands-on” view of the criminal justice system “in action.”  A tour of an adult correctional facility has been arranged to give students an opportunity to meet with prison staff and observe offenders who are “locked-up,” as well as to gain some appreciation of what correctional policies and programs look like in everyday practice.   In addition, an “Ex-Offender Panel” will be convened in class to provide an interactive forum relative to the issues associated with prisoner reentry.
Required Readings
There are two assigned books, and a special report on crime and justice in Ohio all of which you are expected to read in full during the quarter.  The required readings are listed in the "Overview of Lecture Topics" provided below.  The books are available through the OSU bookstores, and will be placed on reserve at the main library.  The special report will be distributed in class.
George F. Cole & Christopher E. Smith. 2005. Criminal Justice in America.4th Edition. Thomson-Wadsworth. Belmont, California.
Michael Tonry. 2004. Thinking About Crime: Sense and Sensibility in American Penal Culture. Oxford University Press. New York, New York.
Office of Criminal Justice Services. 2004. State of Crime and Justice in Ohio. Office of Criminal Justice Services. Columbus, Ohio.
Course Requirements
The final grade for the course will be based on a mid-term examination, a final examination and two announced quizzes.  Each of the two examinations is worth 100 points for a total of 200 points.  Both exams will consist of multiple choice, true-false, fill-in-the blank or matching questions, and short answer essays.  The exams will draw from the assigned chapters and articles, material covered during class lectures, any videos shown in class, and presentations by invited speakers.  The second examination will not be comprehensive.  It will, of necessity, build on what has already been discussed in the readings and in class, but cover classroom material and readings assigned after the first exam. 

Each of the two quizzes is worth 50 points for a combined total of 100 points.  The quizzes will consist of multiple-choice questions, true-false questions, and concept identification.  Each quiz will cover previous class lectures and reading assignments, including the assigned reading for the class on the date on which it is scheduled.  A bonus essay question will be included on each quiz allowing the student to earn up to 10 extra credits.  You do not need to complete the essay.  However, students who complete the essay and achieve perfect scores on both quizzes may earn a maximum of 20 bonus points. These points will be added to the total score obtained by the end of the course.
The highest total score a student may obtain based on the two exams and two quizzes is 300 points.  The determination of final grades will be based on the distribution of scores, and adhere strictly to university policy governing cutoff scores for obtaining an A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, E.  

The class lectures will cover only some of the material contained in the chapters that are assigned.  Other information not included in the assigned readings will be presented during class lectures.  You are responsible for the subject matter in each of the assigned chapters and for any material discussed during class lectures.  It is your responsibility to obtain any lecture notes you may not have from another student in class.
Make-up examinations will be given only to students who have a valid, documented excuse for medical or other personal emergencies.  The make-up exam must be taken within one week after the scheduled examination.

Academic Integrity
All university policies governing drop dates, penalties, plagiarism, and academic integrity, as addressed in the university bulletin, student handbook(s), and/or undergraduate time schedule, will be observed.  I assume that students will be honest.  However, cheating on exams or quizzes will not be tolerated.  I will follow university policies and procedures applicable to any such conduct.
Class Attendance and Participation
You are expected to attend class and participate in class discussions.  Class attendance will be taken. You are also expected to attend a tour of a correctional facility on the date it is scheduled. I expect students to read the assigned chapter(s) before class and to come prepared to discuss the concepts and issues that are raised.  Students who do not attend class regularly typically do not perform well in the course.  
There is no extra credit that may be earned during or after the quarter is completed.  You are responsible for staying current with the readings, and for coming prepared to take the quizzes and exams.  You are encouraged to contact me at any time to discuss your understanding of the material.  I will gladly meet with you and provide assistance to enhance your mastery of the course content throughout the quarter.

*********************************************************************

OVERVIEW OF LECTURE TOPICS AND ASSIGNED READINGS

*********************************************************************

DATES



TOPICS AND ASSIGNED READINGS
September 22



Overview of Course






No Readings 
September 27
The Criminal Justice System: A History of the Present





Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapter 1

OCJS: “Introduction” & “History of Crime and Criminal Justice”

September 29
Criminal Justice in Operation: Process & Major Components 

Readings:  OCJS: “Citizen Attitudes”
October 4  
Criminal Justice, Social Order and the Rule of Law






Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapter 3

October 6
Making Empirical Sense of Crime & Crime Trends in the U.S.  


Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapter 2


                  OCJS: “Crime”
October 11
Making Empirical Sense of Crime & Crime Trends in the U.S. (Continued)


Readings: OCJS: “Offenders,” and “Victims”
October 13
Policing: Mission, Models & Functions 

Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapters 4 & 5


      OCJS: “Law Enforcement”
***Quiz At End of  Class***
October 18
Constitutional & Civic Accountability in Policing

Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapters 6 & 7
October 20
The Judiciary: Jurisdiction, Structure & Process
Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapter 8 

      OCJS: “Courts”
October 25 
MID-TERM EXAMINATION  
October 27 
The Court in Action: Pre-Trial to Trial 


Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapter 9

November 1
The Courtroom Trial:  Symbol, Drama & Substance


No Readings
November 3
Sentencing, Punishment & the Imposition of Criminal Sanctions 

Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapter 10


                  OCJS: “Corrections”  

November 8
Tour of Correctional Facility (Further Information Will Be Provided in Class Prior to Date of Tour)


No Readings
November 10
Community-Based Corrections: Issues & Trends

Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapter 12
 ***Quiz At End of Class***
November 15
Prisons in America: Reform versus Retribution: 

Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapters 11 & 13  
November 17



Returning Home: Prisoner Reentry, and Parole





Readings:  Cole & Smith: Chapter 14
November 22
Ex-Offender Panel on Reentry (Further Information Will Be Provided in Class)
No Readings


November 24
No Class! Thanksgiving Holidays!
November 29
Sense and Sensibility in Thinking About Crime





Readings:  Tonry: Chapters 1 Through 6
December 1
Sense and Sensibility in Thinking About Crime

Readings: Tonry: Chapters 7 & 8


     OCJS: “Future of Crime and Justice”


Review for Final Exam!
December 6



FINAL EXAM
HAVE A VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!!!
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